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focus on sunday

“Repent and believe 

     the Good News.”

Lent is a time when we can look at Jesus everyday, and learn that God Our Father is 
full of Love. Jesus’ “Great News’’ is that God loves every single person, and me too, in 
a special way. God can never be angry. Jesus helps us to grow in love, because God is 
Love. We grow in love when we put others first, like giving a seat up on the bus, respect 
people on footpaths, and in  shops, offering to help at home, and share with others that 
we meet in school and sport, and with neighbours.           

Fr. Liam HickeyJesus’ Story 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
When he calls on me, I will answer him;
I will deliver him and give him glory,
I will grant him length of days.

PENITENTIAL ACT
You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
Lord, have mercy.           Lord, have mercy.

You bring pardon and peace to the sinner: 
Christ, have mercy.       

Christ, have mercy.

You bring light to those in darkness: 
Lord, have mercy.          Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us. 
Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Grant, almighty God, through the yearly 
observances of holy Lent, that we may 
grow in understanding of the riches 
hidden in Christ and by worthy conduct 
pursue their effects.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING  Genesis 9:8 - 15

A reading from the book of Genesis.

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, 
I establish my Covenant with you, and 
with your descendants after you; also 
with every living creature to be found with 
you, birds, cattle and every wild beast 
with you: everything that came out of the 
ark, everything that lives on the earth. I 
establish my Covenant with you: no thing 
of flesh shall be swept away again by the 
waters of the flood. There shall be no 
flood to destroy the earth again.’ 
God said, ‘Here is the sign of the 
Covenant I make between myself and 
you and every living creature with you for 
all generations: I set my bow in the clouds 
and it shall be a sign of the Covenant 
between me and the earth. When I gather 
the clouds over the earth and the bow 
appears in the clouds, I will recall the 
Covenant between myself and you and 
every living creature of every kind. And 
so the waters shall never again become a 
flood to destroy all things of flesh.’    

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps. 24:4-9

R. Your ways, Lord, are faithfulness and 
love for those who keep your covenant.

1. Lord, make me know your ways. 
 Lord, teach me your paths. 
 Make me walk in your truth, and teach 

me: for you are God my saviour.        (R)

2.  Remember your mercy, Lord, 
 and the love you have shown from of 

old. In your love remember me, 
 because of your goodness, O Lord. (R)

3. The Lord is good and upright. 
 He shows the path to those who stray,
 he guides the humble in the right path; 
 he teaches his way to the poor. (R)

SECOND READING  1 Peter 3:18-22

A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

Christ himself, innocent though he was, 
died once for sins, died for the guilty, to 
lead us to God. In the body he was put 
to death, in the spirit he was raised to 
life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach 
to the spirits in prison. Now it was long 
ago, when Noah was still building that ark 
which saved only a small group of eight 
people ‘by water’, and when God was 
still waiting patiently, that these spirits 
refused to believe. That water is a type 
of the baptism which saves you now, and 
which is not the washing off of physical 
dirt but a pledge made to God from a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven 
and is at God’s right hand, now that he 
has made the angels and Dominations 
and Powers his subjects.        

     The word of the Lord.
      Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Praise to you, O Christ, 
king of eternal glory! 
Man does not live on bread alone, but 
on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. 
Praise to you, O Christ, 
king of eternal glory!

GOSPEL  Mark 1:12-15

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the 
wilderness and he remained there for 
forty days, and was tempted by Satan. 

He was with the wild beasts, and the 
angels looked after him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus 
went into Galilee. There he proclaimed 
the Good News from God. ‘The time has 
come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God 
is close at hand. Repent, and believe the 
Good News.’

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with 

the Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

         All bow for following three lines:

and by the Holy Spirit 

was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 

was buried, and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 

is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, 

catholic and apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins and I look forward to the resurrection 

of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Pray brothers and sisters, …………
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Give us the right dispositions, O Lord, we 
pray, to make these offerings,
for with them we celebrate the beginning
of this venerable and sacred time.
Through Christ our Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks 
to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

AFTER THE CONSECRATION

The mystery of faith.
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and 
profess your Resurrection until you 
come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Behold the Lamb of God, ……………
Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
One does not live on bread alone, but 
by every word that comes forth from 
the mouth of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Renewed now with heavenly bread,
by which faith is nourished, 
hope increased, 
and charity strengthened,
we pray, O Lord, that we may learn 
to hunger for Christ,
the true and living Bread,
and strive to live by every word
which proceeds from your mouth.
Through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE
May bountiful blessing, 
O Lord, we pray,
come down upon your people,
that hope may grow in tribulation,
virtue be strengthened in temptation,
and eternal redemption be assured.
Through Christ our Lord.

CONCLUDING RITE
The Lord be with you. 

And with your spirit.

May the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit, come down on you and remain 
with you for ever.  
Amen.

Go in peace.  Thanks be to God.

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT   21st February 2021

As Jesus was ever faithful to his father’s will and to his vocation 
to bring the Good News, we too are promised the strength 

to resist temptation and be true to our faith.

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT    21st February 2021

No matter how our goodness is tempted

we are never alone.

Imagine you are in a dark room and you know there is light switch 

somewhere but you can’t find it.  Like confusion in the night when 

you wake in a new room.  Where is it?   Lent is a bit like finding the 

light switch of our souls.  Linked with springtime in this part of the 

world.  A new shoot of life, new colours of flowers.  Lent like the 

spring is a time of joy.   The light is Jesus.

The big invitation of Lent is to believe the good news, about the three big messages 

of Jesus:

God loves you.

We are all brothers and sisters.

Good will overcome evil.

That was his life – his words and how he lived.  Watch him Sunday by Sunday in the 

gospel.  Bringing love – compassion – welcome to all sorts of people. The oddballs 

and the ordinary, the saint and the sinner.  

He saw everyone as a child of his Father, and a brother and sister of himself. Watch 

him healing, consoling, comforting, challenging well.

He showed on Calvary that the terrible cruelty, injustice, and evil was not the end.  

So, what we do for Lent is to give us the joy of these three statements of Jesus.  Joy 

is a deep down, not the same always as laughter or humour.  A constant from our 

friendship with God. Let this light switch on for us for Lent!

Donal Neary SJ,  Editor Sacred Heart Messenger.
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PARISH INFORMATION…… 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL—NEW ROSS:   085 8313073    

Radio & Live Stream Mass:  104.7FM & New Ross Parish Website Live Stream, Saturday Vigil @ 6.00pm & 10.00am Daily including Funeral Masses. 

Mass Bookings:  We are taking Mass bookings up to and including July 2021.  

Next Weeks Readings:  SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT Gen 22: 1-2, 9-13, 15-18. Ps 115: 10, 15-19, R/ Ps 114: 9. Rm 8: 31-34. Mk 9: 2-10. 

Meals on Wheels:  Avail of our high quality meals available 5 days a week. To order just call 051-445711, St. Aidan Centre, Cross St. 

Safeguarding Representative:  Mairin Jackson - Contact No: (051) 421348 - Any queries in relation to working with children or adolescence within our 
parish please contact the above. 

Bethany Bereavement Support:  Bereavement Support available by telephone Please ring 087 3846577 if you need support. 

Intentions for the living:  Intentions for the living will be announced as “Special Intentions” unless the person who the intention is for signs the GDPR 
Regulation Slip. Please advise at time of booking. 

Weekly Collection and Supporting the Parish:  If you would like to register as a friend of  New Ross Parish Church St. Mary & St. Michael and support 
the weekly envelope collection please call to the parish office for details.  During this unique period when normal services are not possible, we suggest 
that weekly envelopes be  deposited in the letter box at the Parish Office or at the allocated collection boxes at the main entrance of the Church.  Please 
make all cheques payable to St. Mary & St. Michael Parish Church New Ross.  Collections: 14th Feb 2021@ € 1,462.05 (121No.).  Alternatively 
you can donate via. The Ferns Diocesan Website (www.ferns.ie) by clicking the big pink button.  Thank you for the  support.  

Parish Mobile  
 087 1212 707 

info@ 

newrossparish.ie  
www. 

newrossparish.ie 

Visit us on 
Facebook/New 

Ross Parish 

Parish Office 

051 421 348 

Priest on Duty  
051 421214 (24 Hr) Please follow HSE Guidelines & Stay Safe when entering all Parochial Premises 

Date  Time   

Sat 20th Feb  6.00pm Regina Laffan, Charleton Hill 1st Anniversary 

Sun 21st Feb—
Communion        
Preparation         
Programme Mass 

10.00am Jack Foley, Irishtown                                       
Edward & Ellen Larkin, Mary Street              
Richard Butler, Mount Carmel                      
Nora Greene, Lucan, Dublin 

Anniversary              
Anniversaries           
Anniversary          
Months Mind 

Mon 22nd Feb 10.00am Mary & Charlie McDermot, Knockavilla     
May, Larry, Ber & Larry (Junior) O’Brien &    
deceased family members, Trinity Place 

Anniversaries             
Anniversaries 

Tues 23rd Feb 10.00am John Joe Aylward, Glenmore                                
James Ryan, Ard Na Greine   

Anniversary               
Anniversary 

Wed 24th Feb 10.00am Intention of the People                                              
Rebecca Irwin, Ard Alainn 

                                       
Anniversary 

Thurs 25th Feb   10.00am Seamus O’Connell, Sligo & Dublin             
Lizzy & Patrick St. Ledger, their sons Johnny, 
Pat, Jimmy & their daughter, Kit, Mount 
Carmel 

Remembrance         
Anniversaries 

Fri 26th Feb  10.00am Special Intentions                                             
Eileen & Ned Larkin 

                                   
Anniversaries 

Sat 27th Feb  10.00am  Parish Mass Association.  

ANNIVERSARY  PRAYERS:    
We pray for the soul of Walter Bradley, Knockavilla (22nd Anniversary), Brian & May Fortune, whose 
anniversaries occurs around this time. 
 

RECENTLTY DECEASED:   
We pray for the souls of Jenny Kavanagh, McMurrough Court, Bosheen and late of Neville Street and 
Cross Street, Kathleen (Kitty) Kennedy (née Blanche) Late of Cross Lane & Philomena & Thomas 
McLochlan, who passed away  recently.  May they rest in peace. 
 

Should you wish to have a loved one included in this section, please contact the Parish Office with 
the details by the previous Wednesday before 2.00pm.  

New Ross Parish Community strives to be a  welcoming, life-giving PEOPLE, nourished by FAITH,  WORSHIP of God 
and SERVICE of all in the example of Jesus Christ. 

Sanctuary Lamps                         
Intentions:                             

Available @ €10.00 per week.  
Commencing Saturday @ 

6.00pm.                    

Our Lady’s (Left):                                     
Special Intentions 

 Altar (Centre):                                             
Special Intentions 

 St. Josephs (Right):                                  
Special Intentions 

RADIO MASS 104.7FM MASS & LIVE STREAM ON PARISH WEBSITE.  

Part IV 

In the year 2000 the Diocese of Ferns celebrated the 14th 
century   anniversary of its founding by St. Aidan. To 
mark that important milestone the late Father John    
Gahan produced a major work entitled “THE SECULAR 
PRIESTS OF THE DIOCESE OF FERNS”. The book consists 
of pen pictures of all the priests who served in the     
Diocese from the early 19th century to the year 2000. 

Over the next number of weeks the Newsletter will carry 
his accounts of all the Parish Priests and Curates who 
worked in New Ross Parish during that time.  

REV MICHAEL KAVANAGH was born at Scar Castle,   
Duncormick.  He was educated for the priesthood at St. 
Patrick’s College, Maynooth, 1860-1864, and was        
ordained with Rev. William Moran at St. John’s Dublin, 
on 24th September 1864. 

After ordination he was sent to assist hs uncle, Very Rev. 
William Kavanagh, who was PP Ballymore.  On 1st       
October 1866 he joined the teaching staff of St. Peter’s 
College, where he spent twenty two years, being          

President for fifteen years.  As President of St. Peter’s College, he was responsible for the building of  St. Aidan’s wing, including a large 
lecture hall, often referred to as “The Big Study Hall”, with dormitories overhead.  He also provided a gymnasium and an infirmary. 

Fr. Kavanagh was appointed Parish Priest of New Ross on 21st May 1888.  From the start he set out to work to erect a church worthy of the 
town and, on 29th September 1895, the foundation stone of the present church was laid.  It was designed by Walter Doolin and took seven 
years to build.  It was opened in 1902 by Bishop Browne, the preacher being Father Conmee, SJ. 

During his pastorate several important ecclesiastical buildings were erected in New 
Ross, e.g., the residence of the Christian Brothers in 1890; the Good Shepherd       
Convent Chapel and the Irishtown Chapel in 1892; the   Mercy Convent National 
Schools in 1895.  He converted the old parish church into a Concert Hall in 1903; and 
built the presbytery in 1907.  The cost of these and other works amounted to over 
£40,000.00.  Canon Kavanagh was appointed Dean of Ferns and Vicar General in 
1907.  His silver jubilee as pastor was commemorated in 1913.  Dean Kavanagh died 
on 21st November 1915. 

Every Fri Evening during Lent 
@ 7.00PM: Stations of the 
Cross Live Stream. 
 

MARCH: 
Wed 17th: St. Patricks Day. 
Sun 28th: Palm Sunday. 
Mon 29th: Live Stream       
Penitential Service @ 7.00pm. 
 

APRIL: 
Thurs 1st: Holy Thursday,   
Evening Mass for The Lords   
Supper Live Steam @ 6.00pm.  
Fri 2nd: Good Friday             
Ceremonies of the Lords        
Passion Live Stream @ 3.00pm  
Sat 3rd: Easter Saturday Vigil 
Live Stream @ 6.00pm. 
Sun 4th: Easter Sunday, The 
Lord’s Resurrection. 

The tablet opposite is dedicated to the memory of the Right Rev. Michael      
Kavanagh (1840-1915), Parish Priest of New Ross and Dean of Ferns, says ‘this 
beautiful church’ is ‘the enduring monument of his genius and his zeal for the 
glory of God’ of its builder.  

A figure above the west door shows Christ the King in blessing, surrounded by 
figures representing the four Evangelists (Photograph: Patrick Comerford, 2019)  


