FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Laetare Sunday) 14th March 2021
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

In the name of the Father ……....... Amen.
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

speaks Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord,
the God of heaven, has given me all the
kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered
me to build him a Temple in Jerusalem, in
Judah. Whoever there is among you of all
his people, may his God be with him! Let
him go up.” ‘
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PENITENTIAL ACT

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps. 136:1-6

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who
love her. Be joyful, all who were in
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her
consoling breast.

GREETING

Have mercy on us, O Lord.
For we have sinned against you.
Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
And grant us your salvation.
May almighty God have mercy on us....
Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

OPENING PRAYER

O God, who through your Word
reconcile the human race to yourself in a
wonderful way, grant, we pray,
that with prompt devotion and eager faith
the Christian people may hasten
toward the solemn celebrations to come.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

2 Chronicles 36:14-16. 19-23
A reading from the 2nd book of Chronicles.

All the heads of the priesthood, and the
people too, added infidelity to infidelity,
copying all the shameful practices of
the nations and defiling the Temple that
the Lord had consecrated for himself
in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of
their ancestors, tirelessly sent them
messenger after messenger, since he
wished to spare his people and his house.
But they ridiculed the messengers of God,
they despised his words, they laughed at
his prophets, until at last the wrath of the
Lord rose so high against his people that
there was no further remedy.
Their enemies burned down the
Temple of God, demolished the walls
of Jerusalem, set fire to all its palaces,
and destroyed everything of value in
it. The survivors were deported by
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were
to serve him and his sons until the
kingdom of Persia came to power. This
is how the word of the Lord was fulfilled
that he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until
this land has enjoyed its sabbath rest,
until seventy years have gone by, it will
keep sabbath throughout the days of its
desolation.’
And in the first year of Cyrus king of
Persia, to fulfil the word of the Lord that
was spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord
roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to
issue a proclamation and to have it publicly
displayed throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus

R. O let my tongue cleave to my mouth
if I remember you not!
1. By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there we hung
up our harps.
(R)
2. For it was there that they asked us,
our captors, for songs,
our oppressors, for joy.
‘Sing to us,’ they said,
‘one of Zion’s songs.’ (R)
3. O how could we sing
the song of the Lord
on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither (R)
4. O let my tongue
cleave to my mouth
if I remember you not,
if I prize not Jerusalem
above all my joys!
(R)

SECOND READING Ephesians 2:4-10

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to
the Ephesians
God loved us with so much love that he
was generous with his mercy: when we
were dead through our sins, he brought
us to life with Christ - it is through grace
that you have been saved - and raised us
up with him and gave us a place with him
in heaven, in Christ Jesus.
This was to show for all ages to come,
through his goodness towards us in
Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in
grace. Because it is by grace that you
have been saved, through faith; not by
anything of your own, but by a gift from
God; not by anything that you have done,
so that nobody can claim the credit. We
are God’s work of art, created in Christ
Jesus to live the good life as from the
beginning he had meant us to live it .
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Glory and praise to you, O Christ!
God loved the world so much that
he gave his only Son; everyone who
believes in him has eternal life. Glory
and praise to you, O Christ!.

GOSPEL

John 3:14-21
A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John
Jesus said to Nicodemus: ‘The Son of
Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up

the serpent in the desert, so that everyone
who believes may have eternal life in him.
Yes, God loved the world so much that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not be lost but may
have eternal life.
For God sent his Son into the world not to
condemn the world, but so that through
him the world might be saved.
No one who believes in him will be
condemned; but whoever refuses to
believe is condemned already, because
he has refused to believe in the name of
God’s only Son.
On
these
grounds
is
sentence
pronounced: that though the light has
come into the world men have shown
they prefer darkness to the light because
their deeds were evil.
And indeed, everybody who does wrong
hates the light and avoids it, for fear his
actions should be exposed; but the man
who lives by the truth comes out into the
light, so that it may be plainly seen that
what he does is done in God. ‘
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets.
I believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection
of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Pray brothers and sisters …………………..
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your
hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all his
holy Church.

focus on sunday
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Laetare Sunday) 14th March 2021
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

We place before you with joy these
offerings, which bring eternal remedy, O
Lord, praying that we may both faithfully
revere them and present them to you, as
is fitting, for the salvation of all the world.
Through Christ our Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

Jesus offers a message of hope and salvation to the whole world.

Give life by your unfailing light
to those who walk in the shadow of death....

AFTER THE CONSECRATION

The mystery of faith.
Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

THE SIGN OF PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God, ………………..
Lord, I am not worthy that you should
enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Jerusalem is built as a city bonded
as one together. It is there that the
tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
to praise the name of the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God, who enlighten everyone who
comes into this world,
illuminate our hearts, we pray,
with the splendour of your grace,
that we may always ponder
what is worthy and pleasing to your
majesty and love you in all sincerity.
Through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE

Look upon those who call to you, O Lord,
and sustain the weak;
give life by your unfailing light
to those who walk in the shadow of death,
and bring those rescued by your mercy
from every evil to reach the highest good.
Through Christ our Lord.

CONCLUDING RITE

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
May the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy
Spirit, come down on you and remain with
you for ever. Amen.
Go in peace. Thanks be to God.

‘What will we do about the world and all its people?’ the
Trinity said to one another. They had looked on our world
and saw that their people, whom they loved, needed some
sort of help; salvation, meaning in life. The best solution
came up that one of them would become like us, a human
being. God, father of all, sent his Son and his Son, later called Jesus (‘because he
would save his people from their sins’), said Yes. Jesús said yes without knowing
what this ‘Incarnation’ would entail.
We know how this life story would enfold, with the seeming tragedy of Jesus’
death. We might miss the point of why he died. It’s in the gospel ‘For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son’. This that we might not be lost. Humanity can
be lost in fear, bitterness, poverty, greed and all the realities in ways that we can
use or abuse each other. The sending of Jesus was pure and simple love which
invites all of us into that same love – to receive it and to share it.
Jesus walks with us on our journey of love. It is a day-by-day journey, bringing an
immense joy. Pope Francis in Fratelli tutti, writes: ‘Goodness, together with love,
justice and solidarity, are not achieved once and for all; they have to be realized
each day.’
Donal Neary SJ. Editor, Sacred Heart Messenger.

Jesus’ Story

Fr. Liam Hickey

Jesus tells us today that God The Father loves our world with all its beauty,
the stars, the sea, the mountains, the rivers and all animals and fish that
live there. We, God’s Children, are His greatest creation. Sometimes we
forget God and we begin to fight with each other and disrespect our world.
When we talk to Jesus His Spirit always helps us to notice God’s gifts, like
family, friends and the people that keep roads and parks tidy and bright.

Liturgical texts: concordat cum originali: †Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin Other texts: cum permissu: †Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal: © 2010,International Committee on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Used with permission. The Jerusalem version of the Scripture is copyright Darton, Longman & Todd & Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail & or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd.
Published by Logos Publications, 26 Tolka Valley Business Park, Ballyboggan Rd, Glasnevin, D11 WK38 Phone (01 830 6751).

PARISH INFORMATION……

New Ross Parish, Church of St. Mary & St. Michael

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL—NEW ROSS: 085 8313073

Parish Office Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 10.30am to 2.00pm. Closed Holy Days & Bank Holidays. Wide range in stock of Mass Cards,
General Cards & Gift Ideas for all occasions. Mass Cards (signed) are also available in Cooney’s & Ryan’s Funeral Homes.
Parish Office
051 421 348
Priest on Duty
051 421214 (24 Hr)

www.
newrossparish.ie

Parish Mobile
087 1212 707

info@
newrossparish.ie

Please follow HSE Guidelines & Stay Safe when entering all Parochial Premises

RADIO MASS 104.7FM MASS & LIVE STREAM ON PARISH WEBSITE.
Date

Time

Sat 13th Mar

6.00pm

Joan Cashin, William Street

Anniversary

Sun 14th Mar—
10.00am
Communion
Preparation Program
Mass

Jim, Peggy & John Kehoe, Mary Street
Nancy Martin, Ard Na Greine
Michael Browne, Chapel Lane
Pat Kehoe, The Maudlins

Anniversaries
Remembrance
Anniversary
Months Mind

Mon 15th Mar

Deceased Members of the Workman’s Club & Remembrance
The Commercial Club
The North Family, Abbey View
Anniversaries

Tues 16h Mar

10.00am

10.00am

Wed 17th Mar—
St. Patricks Day

Maureen Scanlan (nee Mernagh), late of
London, UK & Ard Na Greine
Mary Mernagh (nee Slater), late of Coventry,
UK & Youghal, Cork
Maria Roche, Charleton Hill

Recently Deceased

6.00pm

Marto Jefford, Town Wall

2nd Anniversary

10.00am

Mass for People of the Parish Intentions
Matty Crowdle, Irishtown
Peter, Marian & Breda Maher, Knockmullen
Marcella Meehan, Charleton Hill

Anniversary
Anniversaries
18th Anniversary

Thurs 18th Mar

10.00am

Sr. Catherine, Carmelites, Delgany, Wicklow
Sheila & John Moriarty, Pinehurst, Mount
Elliott

Fri 19th Mar

10.00am

Carmelites & Benefactors
Ellen Kelly, Bewley Street

Sat 20th Mar

10.00am

Parish Mass Association.

Visit us on
Facebook/New
Ross Parish

Volume 36. No. 11

Sanctuary Lamps
Intentions:
Available @ €10.00 per week.
Commencing Saturday @
6.00pm.
Our Lady’s (Left):
Special Intention
Altar (Centre):
Michael Browne RIP
St. Josephs (Right):
Maureen, Marto & Tommy
Jefford RIP

1st Anniversary

Anniversary

ANNIVERSARY PRAYERS:
We pray for the souls of Jim & Peggy Kehoe & their Son John, Mary Street, Mick Browne, Chapel
Lane, Alica Maher, Parkfield & Matty Crowdle, Irishtown, whose anniversary occurs around this time.
RECENTLTY DECEASED:
We pray for the souls of Patrick (Pat) Nicko Hamilton, Cross Lane, John Doyle, Charleton Hill,
Sr. Perpetua Kilroy, RSM, Sisters of Mercy, Lower Southknock & Martin O’Neill, Pondfields, who
passed away recently. May they rest in peace.

Mass Bookings: We are currently taking mass bookings up to and including August 2021.
Next Weeks Readings: FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT Jer 31: 31-34. Ps 50: 3-4, 12-15, R/ v 12. Heb 5: 7-9. Jn 12: 20-30.
Meals on Wheels: Avail of our high quality meals available 5 days a week. To order just call 051-445711, St. Aidan Centre, Cross St.
Safeguarding Representative: Mairin Jackson - Contact No: (051) 421348 - Any queries in relation to working with children or adolescence
within our parish please contact the above.
Bethany Bereavement Support: Bereavement Support available by telephone Please ring 087 3846577 if you need support.
Weekly Collection and Supporting the Parish: If you would like to register as a friend of New Ross Parish Church St. Mary & St. Michael
and support the weekly envelope collection please call to the parish office for details. During this unique period when normal services are not
possible, we suggest that weekly envelopes be deposited in the letter box at the Parish Office or at the allocated collection boxes at the main
entrance of the Church. Collections: 7th Mar 2021@ €1,380.40 (146 No.). Alternatively you can donate via. The Ferns Diocesan Website
(www.ferns.ie) by clicking the big pink button. Thank you for the support. Please make all cheques payable to St. Mary & St. Michael Parish
Church New Ross.

THE REREDOS….. THE BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL
The “new” Main Altar in the Church has settled in and seemed to have been well received. The general opinion is that it fits in nicely
and adds to its already beautiful surroundings. As mentioned at the time, the transfer of the REREDOS would present a much more
complicated challenge.

Recently Deceased

Remembrance
Anniversaries

Radio & Live Stream Mass: 104.7FM & New Ross Parish Website Live Stream, Saturday Vigil @ 6.00pm & 10.00am Daily including Funeral
Masses.

MARCH:
Stations of the Cross Live
Stream Every Fri Evening
during Lent @ 7.00PM
Wed 17th: St. Patricks Day.
Sun 28th: Palm Sunday.
Mon 29th: Live Stream
Penitential Service @ 7.00pm.
APRIL:
Thurs 1st: Holy Thursday,
Evening Mass for The Lords
Supper Live Steam @ 6.00pm.
Fri 2nd: Good Friday
Ceremonies of the Lords
Passion Live Stream @ 3.00pm
Sat 3rd: Easter Saturday Vigil
Live Stream @ 6.00pm.
Sun 4th: Easter Sunday, The
Lord’s Resurrection.

A REREDOS is a screen or decorative cloth placed behind an Altar. When Altars were moved forward and turned around in the
1960s, the Reredos became a stand-alone decoration, as was the case in the Augustinian Church. The only suitable site for the Augustinian Reredos in the Parish Church was the “crying” or adoration Chapel.
The work of dismantling and restoring was undertaken by Terry Brennan and his team. Not only have they carried out the task with
care and precision but in the process they have created a new masterpiece, namely, the base provided for the Reredos.
The Reredos itself is the masterful work of MAYARDS of Munich, dating from the 1830s.
It will now continue to provide a beautiful surround for the Tabernacle, in which the Blessed Sacrament will reside for years to
come. The red light of the beautiful Sanctuary Lamp will be a constant reminder of the Divine Presence. The human being is
rendered speechless in such company. Therefore absolute silence must be our response at all times.
Thus Blessed Sacrament Chapel will provide a quiet space for private prayer and adoration.
“THE MASTER IS HERE AND IS WAITING FOR YOU”.

Should you wish to have a loved one included in this section, please contact the Parish Office with
the details by the previous Wednesday before 2.00pm.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

St. Patrick's Day & Easter Mass Bouquet Cards

FIRST CONFESSIONS & FIRST COMMUNIONS &
CONFIRMATIONS 2021

(New Ross Parish Mass Association)

First Confession, First Holy Communion &
Confirmation Ceremonies will NOT take place
until Restrictions on Church Openings are lifted.

Happy St. Patricks
Day to all our
Parishioners.

available @ € 6.00 each from Cooney's & Ryan's Funeral
Homes and Nugent's Newsagents.

Come visit St. Josephs Shrine
in New Ross Parish Church to
light a candle and say a
prayer.

Help feed 100 hungry children for a year
The charity Mary’s Meals feeds almost 1.7m children in schools every day in 19 countries. It only costs €18.30 to feed a child for a year. 93% of
donations go directly to those in need. An online quiz to support them will be held on Friday, March 26 at 8pm. Entry fee/donation is €10.
To enter: 1) log on to Mary’s Meals website 2) go to start fundraising 3) click on search for friend’s project 4) type in quiz. You can, of course, donate
without taking part in the quiz! Contact person: Martin Colfer 087 2596159. Your support, to help us reach the target of 100, would be very much
appreciated.
New Ross Parish Community strives to be a welcoming, life-giving PEOPLE, nourished by FAITH,
WORSHIP of God and SERVICE of all in the example of Jesus Christ.

