/! THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Rejoice in the Lord always; again |
say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

GREETING

In the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

| confess to almighty God

and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have greatly sinned,

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what | have done

and in what | have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,

and you, my brothers and sisters,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.

May almighty God have mercy on us.....
Amen.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

(The Gloria is omitted awaiting its Christmas
Proclamation.)

OPENING PRAYER

O God,

who see how your people faithfully await
the feast of the Lord's Nativity,

enable us, we pray,

to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always

with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ.....

[IREiTURGY OF THE WORDI]

FIRST READING Isaiah 35: 1-6.10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands
exult, let the wasteland rejoice and
bloom,

let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,

the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.
‘Look, your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,

the retribution of God;

he is coming to save you.'

Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,
for those the Lord has ransomed shall
return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces; joy and
gladness will go with them and sorrow
and lament be ended.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps.145:6-10

R. Come, Lord, and save us.

1. Itis the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. [R]

2. Itis the Lord who gives sight to the
blind,
who raises up those who are bowed
down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger
and upholds the widow and orphan. [R]

3. Itis the Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,

Zion's God, from age to age.

[R]

SECOND READING James 5:7-10
A reading from the letter of St. James

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord's
coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently
he waits for the precious fruit of the
ground until it has had the autumn rains
and the spring rains! You too have to
be patient; do not lose heart, because
the Lord's coming will be soon. Do not
make complaints against one another,
brothers, so as not to be brought to
judgement yourselves; the Judge is
already to be seen waiting at the gates.
For your example, brothers, in submitting
with patience, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

The spirit of the Lord has been given
to me. He has sent me to bring good
news to the poor. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 11: 2 -11

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew.

John in his prison had heard what Christ
was doing and he sent his disciples to
ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come,
or have we got to wait for someone
else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell
John what you hear and see; the blind
see again, and the lame walk, lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised to life and the Good
News is proclaimed to the poor; and
happy is the man who does not lose faith
in me.’

(GAUDETE) 14th December 2525 \'

As the messengers were leaving,
Jesus began to talk to the people about
John: ‘What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the
breeze? No? Then what did you go out
to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh
no, those who wear fine clothes are to be
found in palaces. Then what did you go
out for? To see a prophet? Yes, | tell you,
and much more than a prophet: he is the
one of whom scripture says: Look, | am
going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way before you. | tell
you solemnly, of all the children born of
women, a greater than John the Baptist
has never been seen; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets.
| believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and | look forward to the resurrection
of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

r_ JRGY OF THE EUCHARISI|

Pray brothers and sisters,
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your
hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.
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i\ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
| Itis right and just.

 CONCLUDING RITE
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The commg of Christ is a message of joy: a joy founded and
rooted in God’s love and care for his people, and his promise
of an eternal companionship.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we
pray, be offered to you unceasingly,

to complete what was begun in sacred
mystery and powerfully accomplish for us
your saving work.

Through Christ our Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

AFTER THE CONSECRATION

The mystery of faith.

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you
come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God,
Lord, | am not worthy that you should enter
under my roof, but only say the word and
my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Say to the faint of heart:
Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come,
and he will save us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We implore your mercy, Lord,

that this divine sustenance may cleanse us
of our faults

_ S
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Rejoice in the Lord always...
Wednesdays are supposed to represent the worst of the week
giving way to the still faint prospect of a barnstorming weekend,
somewhere between, ‘dammit, it's only Tuesday!" and ‘thank

God it's Friday!’

There are two very well placed ‘Wednesdays’ in the middle of Advent and Lent
as well. Both fall on a Sunday but, bear with me, they too look forward and the
anticipation is palpable.

On the third Sunday in Advent we celebrate ‘Gaudete’ Sunday. We are told,
‘rejoice!’. It's the 'Wednesday' we all want to get past because the ‘weekend’
of Christmas is getting near; just a few more sleeps and the big day will have
dawned.

In a way | am doing an awful disservice to one of the richest seasons in the
Church’s year. Advent does indeed anticipate the celebration of the birth of Jesus
at Christmas. There is a buzzing sense of anticipation. From another point of view,
though, Advent is also a penitential season, a moment for deeper reflection and,
yes, soul searching. In behind the cranberries, there needs to be repentance,
contrition and reconciliation. The Christ who is coming asks us to come to him.
No one stays the same. Read the story.

On this third, joyful Sunday in Advent, though, with your lists almost finished, have
a moment and remember there is joy in your faith in Christ that illuminates your
life every day, even when you feel it's Tuesday.

and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our Lord.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

May the blessing

of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son,*
and the Holy Spirit,

come down on you and
remain with you for ever.
Amen.

Go in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Paschal Scallon CM
Provincial Office | Vincentian Communit

Jesus” Story

John the Baptist was very surprised when he heard that Jesus was friends with
sinners, and even had meals with them. Jesus said "Where there is love, and
new life, and people are healed and loved and cared for, there God Our Father
is present. We pray “Lord,help us to see you in everyone we meet.”

Fr. Liam Hickey

Liturgical texts; concordat cum originali: + Dermot Farrel, Archbishop of Dublin Other texts: cum permissu: tDermot Farrell, Archbishop of Dublin. Excerpts from the English franslation of the Roman Missal: © 2010,International Committee on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Al rights reserved. Used with permission. The Jerusalem version of the Scriplure is copyright Darton, Longman & Todd & Doubleday & Co. Inc. Respansorial psalms are copyright The Grail & or Geoffrey Chapman Lid.
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