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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who
love her. Be joyful, all who were in
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her
consoling breast.

GREETING

In the name of the Father ............. Amen.
The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

Have mercy on us, O Lord.

For we have sinned against you.

Show us, O Lord, your mercy.

And grant us your salvation.

May almighty God have mercy on us....

Amen.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

OPENING PRAYER

O God, who through your Word
reconcile the human race to yourself in a
wonderful way, grant, we pray,

that with prompt devotion and eager faith
the Christian people may hasten

toward the solemn celebrations to come.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, .....

tiTuRGY oF THE worD |

FIRST READING

1 Samuel 16: 1.6-7.10-13
A reading from the first book of Samuel

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn
with oil and go. | am sending you to
Jesse of Bethlehem, for | have chosen
myself a king among his sons." When
Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab
and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed
one stands there before him, ‘but the
Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of
his appearance or his height for | have
rejected him; God does not see as man
sees; man looks at appearances but the
Lord looks at the heart.” Jesse presented
his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel
said to Jesse, ‘'The Lord has not chosen
these.' He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these
all the sons you have?' He answered,
‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is
out looking after the sheep.' Then Samuel
said to Jesse,” Send for him; we will not
sit down to eat until he comes.' Jesse had
him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion,
with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The
Lord said ‘Come, anoint him, for this is
the one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of
oil and anointed him where he stood with
his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord
seized on David and stayed with him from
that day on.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.

Ps 22

1. The Lord is my shepherd,;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.

[R]

2. He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and your
staff; with these you give me comfort .[R]

3. You have prepared a banguet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. [R]

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall
follow me all the days of my life.
In the Lord's own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. [R]

SECOND READING Ephesians 5: 8-14
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to
the Ephesians

You were darkness once, but now you
are light in the Lord; be like children of
light, for the effects of the light are seen
in complete goodness and right living
and truth. Try to discover what the Lord
wants of you, having nothing to do with
the futile works of darkness but exposing
them by contrast. The things which are
done in secret are things that people are
ashamed even to speak of; but anything
exposed by the light will be illuminated
and anything illuminated turns into light.
That is why it is said:

Wake up from your sleep,

rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory to you, O Christ,

you are the Word of God!

| am the light of the world,
says the Lord; anyone who
follows me will have the
light of life.

Glory to you, O Christ,

you are the Word of God!

GOSPEL  John 9:1.6-9.13-17.34-38

(Shorter Form Only)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who
had been blind from birth. He spat on the
ground, made a paste with the spittle, put
this over the eyes of the blind man and
said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool
of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’).
So the blind man went off and washed
himself, and came away with his sight
restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier
had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the
man who used to sit and beg?' Some said,
‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No,
he only looks like him." The man himself
said, ‘l am the man.'

They brought the man who had been

blind to the Pharisees. It had been a
sabbath day when Jesus made the paste

and opened the man's eyes, so when the [
Pharisees asked him how he had come |

to see, He said, ‘He put a paste on my |
eyes, and | washed, and | can see.’ Then
some of the Pharisees said ‘This man
cannot be from God: he does not keep
the sabbath.' Others said, ‘How could a
sinner produce signs like this?' And there
was disagreement among them. So they
spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have
you to say about him yourself, now that he
has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’
replied the man. ‘Are you trying to teach
us, they replied ‘and you a sinner through
and through, since you were born! And
they drove him away.

Jesus heard they had driven him
away, and when he found him he said to
him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’
‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is |

so that | may believe in him." Jesus said, /C

“You are looking at him; he is speaking to
you.' The man said, ‘Lord, | believe’, and
worshipped him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the [|
right hand of the Father. '
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and | look forward to the resurrection
of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

EiTURGY OF THE EUCHARIST | |

Pray brothers and sisters ....................

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your
hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT (Laetare Sunday) 1s5th March 2026

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

We place before you with joy these
offerings, which bring eternal remedy, O
Lord, praying that we may both faithfully

+ revere them and present them to you, as is

fitting, for the salvation of all the world.
Through Christ our Lord.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.....

AFTER THE CONSECRATION

The mystery of faith.

Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

THE SIGN OF PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Behold the Lamb of God, ....................
Lord, | am not worthy that you should enter
under my roof, but only say the word and
my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord anointed my eyes: | went, |
washed, | saw and | believed in God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, who enlighten everyone who

! comes into this world,

illuminate our hearts, we pray,

with the splendour of your grace,

that we may always ponder what is worthy
and pleasing to your majesty and love you
in all sincerity.

Through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE

Look upon those who call to you, O Lord,
and sustain the weak;

give life by your unfailing light

to those who walk in the shadow of death,
and bring those rescued by your mercy
from every evil to reach the highest good.
Through Christ our Lord.

CONCLUDING RITE

| The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

May the blessing of almighty God, .....
Amen.

Go in peace. Thanks be to God.

Liturgical texts: concordal cum aniginali: {Dermot Farrel, Archbishop of Dublin Other texts: cum permissu: T DiemoL F-arel, Archbishop of Dublin. EXCENpIS o the English tansiation of the Roman Missal, @ 2010, Inlematanal Commiiee on English in e
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Used with permission, The Jerusalem version of the Scriplure Is copyright Darton, Longman & Tod
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Without faith we are blind to the ways of God.
With the light of faith we can see the path Jesus laid down
for us so that we may follow him and enjoy the glory of the
resurrection when our time comes.

The story of the gospel today deals with the two types of
sight. A man who was blind from birth was cured and then
his spiritual blindness was also cured. He began to see
with the eye of faith.

The eye of faith lets us see beyond the externals to the goodness inside.
It lets us see past our preconceptions. We can sometimes see further with
new sight.

Jesus offers this. Most of his cures point to the spiritual. The eye of faith.
When | look at a homeless person, what do | see? Do | see into the soul of
the person who wants shelter and a home just like me? At the refugee who
wants to be safe just like we want our loved ones to be? Can we see death
as the door to new life, as Jesus sees it — dying, we will rise again!

How does God see you? First — immensely loved and loveable; able to love
others; able to share his mission of love and compassion in the world. The
blind man saw Jesus as the son of God; can we see others as Jesus sees
them?

Jesus will say later — blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.
We pray for a strong spiritual sight. This is good news. We are happier when
our spiritual sight is strong as well. Seeing people and the world with the
eyes of Jesus brings joy and freedom. It sees the goodness in everyone,
the possibility of a better world, and faith in the living God.

Donal Neary SJ (Editor, Sacred Heart Messenger)

Jesus’ Story Fr. Liam Hickey

People thought that a blind man was a sinner that God did not like. Jesus
meets the blind man, touches his eyes, and tells him to wash in the holy well.
He sees immediately. All people and all sorts are God's Friends. Jesus said
that He is The Light of the world, come to bless us. When we light a candle we
ask to see what God is like .
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e Activities of the LDF in New Ross during the Emergency
Period (1939/1945) were not without their lighter
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051 421214 (24 Hr) the word sent in stages by cyclists, to be rushed to town at speed. | \/igj| Mass. Masses @ 8.00am in Mount Carmel, 10.00am & 12.00 Noon in Parish Church.
Volume 45 No. 11 The plan was tested with a mock invasion message being putinto || Friday 20th March 2026: Stations of the Cross @ 7.00pm. Parish Office will close @
Radio Mass 104.7FM & LIVE STREAM ON PARISH & CHURCH CAM LIVE WEBSITES. [ Sanctuary Lamp w:;izgg:”agggggsy morniing STHEMESSES SIS | 12.300m. '
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(A Candles aid the focus ranks had to be sorted out. All floats must be in the
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Monday 8.00am Morning Prayer & Communion Service Saturday @ 10.00am . Box office is now open in St. Michael's
16th March is reci o : « to the following \'}\fec E;“nfgfn?,ﬁfg‘gffy' of the souls of - (051) 421255 with Patrons tickets €60 or
9.30am Rosary is recited every morning in the Parish Church f'rom.Monday to Saturday, however on the 1 Saturday. Gene Davitt (nee Keane) New Ross & Perth, Australia, & ‘ €15 nightly (students half price) or call
- Saturday of the month the Novena to Our Lady of Fatima is held @ 9.15am. Our Lady’s (Left): Anne O’Sullivan (nee Doyle), Rosbercon, donations into St. Michael's Theatre to confirm your
. Miriam Morley (nee Walsh), Midleton, Cork & New Ross, reatly appreciated! || booking.
10.00am Clodagh Kehoe (nee Cleere), Brooklawn 5th Anniversary ((:leodagh:ehcl)(tle (nee Pat Malone, Bewley Street, New Ross & Athenry, Galway, greatly app
- 1 . -
Tuesday  |8.00am Sr. Ann 0’Donoghue, Carmelites, New Ross 1st Anniversary eere), Brooklawn Fr. William Howell, former PP Gorey & Camolin, OUR FUTURE CHURCH Marriag
Anniversary D.D Sriyani Elizabeth, Sri Lanka, We are fundraising for ‘Our Future Enrichment Weeke
17th March John Ronan, Irishtown Anniversary Altar (Centre): John Culleton, Church Street, S & . ‘
Altar (Centre): who passed away recently. Church’ to inspire faith and build hope (SRS Mary's Retgeat Centre, Knock:
10.00am Mary Power & her son, Jack, Church Lane Anniversary Matthew & Thomas May they rest in peace. in our parish communities. This will 20—22llarch 5026
Matthew Jefford, Town Wall 7th Anniversary Jefford, Town Wall - ANNIVERSARY PRAYERS: continue to train lay people for
Anniversary We remember & pray for the souls of - ministry and mission - to guide '+ R th
12.00 Noon | Marian Kielthy, Mount Carmel 21st Anniversary St. Joseph'’s (Right): Martin Wickham, Pondfields, childrentaR i e o repare ver e
I Cashin. Willi John & Sheila Moriarty, ‘Pinehurst’” Mountelliott, for Bant First Holy C (P p .O o our love 4
Adoration takes place after 10.00am Mass until 8.00pm R (R, W Clodagh Kehoe (nee Cleere), Brooklawn & or Bap IS i munion Joy y +
- - - . Street-Remembrance Mollie Tomkins (13th Anniversary), The Maudlins & and Confirmation - to offer prayer . ;
Wednesday | 8.00am Morning Prayer & Communion Service | Blessed Sacrament Martin & Nancy Mernagh, Harvey Place services — and to support families and [OERECEl IR\ I EE dolg B
18th March | 19,00am Intentions of the People of the Parish & Parish R b Chapel: whose anniversaries occur around this time. . loved ones inhtimes of iIIneis andf &€ Peaceful surroundings
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