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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Give me justice, O God,

and plead my cause against a nation
that is faithless. From the deceitful
and cunning rescue me, for you, O
God, are my strength.

GREETING

In the name of the Father....... Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us

to one another and to the Father:

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin
and division:

Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your
Father:

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us.... Amen.

OPENING PRAYER

By your help, we beseech you, Lord our
God, may we walk eagerly in that same
charity with which, out of love for the
world, your Son handed himself over to
death. Through our Lord Jesus Christ.....
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FIRST READING  Ezekiel 37: 12 -14

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The Lord says this: | am now going to
open your graves; | mean to raise you
from your graves, my people, and lead
you back to the soil of Israel. And you will
know that | am the Lord, when | open your
graves and raise you from your graves,
my people. And | shall put my spirit in
you, and you will live, and | shall resettle
you on your own soil; and you will know
that |, the Lord, have said and done this -
it is the Lord who speaks.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps. 129

R. With the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption.
1. Out of the depths | cry to you, O Lord,
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleading. (R)
2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?
But with you is found forgiveness:
for this we revere you.
3. My soul is waiting for the Lord,
| count on his word.
My soul is longing for the Lord
more than watchman for daybreak.
(Let the watchman count on daybreak
and Israel on the Lord.) (R)
4. Because with the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption,
Israel indeed he will redeem
from all its iniquity.

(R)

(R)

SECOND READING Romans 8: 8 - 11

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to
the Romans
People who are interested only in
unspiritual things can never be pleasing
to God. Your interests, however, are not
in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since
the Spirit of God has made his home in
you. In fact, unless you possessed the
Spirit of Christ you would not belong to
him. Though your body may be dead it
is because of sin, but if Christ is in you
then your spirit is life itself because you
have been justified; and if the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead is living
in you, then he who raised Jesus from
the dead will give life to your own mortal
bodies through his Spirit living in you.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

| am the resurrection and the life,
says the Lord;

who ever believes in me will never die.
Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

GOSPEL John 11:3-7.17.20-27.33-45
(Shorter Form Only)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
The sisters sent this message to Jesus,
‘Lord, the man you love is ill." On receiv-
ing the message Jesus said, ‘This sick-
ness will end not in death but in God's
glory, and through it the Son of God will
be glorified.’

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus
was ill he stayed where he was for two
more days before saying to the disciples,
‘Let us go to Judaea.'

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus
had been in the tomb for four days
already.

When Martha heard that Jesus had
come she went to meet him. Mary
remained sitting in the house. Martha
said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my
brother would not have died, but | know
that, even now, whatever you ask of God,
he will grant you." “Your brother' said
Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’

Martha said,'l know he will rise again
at the resurrection on the last day.’

Jesus said: ‘| am the resurrection and
the life. If anyone believes in me, even
though he dies he will live, and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?’

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘| believe that you

are the Christ, the Son of God, the one !
who was to come into this world.’
Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh

that came straight from the heart, ‘

‘Where have you put him?' They said, |
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and
the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved
him!’ But there were some who remarked,
‘He opened the eyes of the blind man,
could he not have prevented this man’s
death?' Still sighing, Jesus reached the
tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close
the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone
away.' Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now
he will smell; this is the fourth day.' Jesus
replied, ‘Have | not told you that if you
believe you will see the glory of God?'
So they took away the stone. Then Jesus
lifted up his eyes and said:

‘Father, | thank you for hearing my
prayer. | knew indeed that you always
hear me. But | speak for the sake of all !
these who stand round me, so that they |
may believe it was you who sent me.’ |
When he had said this, he cried in a |
loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!
The dead man came out, his feet and ¥
hands bound with bands of stuff and a
cloth round his face. Jesus said to them,
‘Unbind him, let him go free.’

Many of the Jews who had come |
to visit Mary and had seen what he did
believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,

&

maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father; through him all things were made. !
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

All bow for following three lines:
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the

right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, ')
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, haly,

catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness

of sins and | look forward to the resurrection

of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Pray brothers and sisters ...........ccccccoveen,
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your
hands for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good and the good of all his holy

4 Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Hear us, almighty God, and, having instilled
in your servants the teachings of

the Christian faith, graciously purify them
by the working of this sacrifice.

Through Christ our Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

| The Lord be with you. And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

- SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts....

' AFTER THE CONSECRATION

The mystery of faith.

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and
profess your Resurrection until you come
again.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Everyone who lives and believes in me
will not die for ever, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We pray, almighty God,

that we may always be counted

among the members of Christ,

in whose Body and Blood

we have communion.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE

Bless, O Lord, your people,

who long for the gift of your mercy,

and grant that what, at your prompting, they
desire they may receive by your generous
gift. Through Christ our Lord.

. CONCLUDING RITE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

May the blessing of almighty God, the
Father, and the Son,’® and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for
ever, Amen.

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord

Thanks be to God.

The gospel of Jesus is one of hope. In raising someone from death
he promises companionship, hope and eternal presence to
all his people. This is the message of Christian hope.

SRl
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If anyone believes in me,
even though he dies he will live

In today's dramatic narrative we read how Jesus is surrounded
by a culture of death. The disciples are afraid to go back to
Bethany because Jesus’ opponents want to stone him to death,
Mary and Martha are distraught over the death of their brother,
and Lazarus himself lies bound in the darkness of the tomb.
It appears as if there is no hope as even Jesus weeps, sharing in this grief and
distress as he stands before the tomb of Lazarus. If Lazarus represents anything,
he represents all of humanity, and the tomb holds all the situations of death in our
world: grief, poverty, heartache, war, injustice, despair, brokenness.

In our own lives, feelings of anxiety, resentment and worries can imprison us. But
the good news is we do not have to live in despair. The story of Lazarus invites all
of us to resurrection in the here and now! Jesus calls us out of the tomb and into
the fullness of life, to experience the consolation of God’s love and peace today,
not somewhere far off in the future.

It is often easier to remain in the tomb, we tell ourselves, “this will do.” But Jesus
wants more for us and says, “Lazarus, come forth.” To the people Jesus demands,
“Unbind him, let him go” and then “They took away the stone”. In this story of
liberation, we are given a new insight into the power of faith and love. During Lent,
this is a message for us all to turn away from a culture of death; to help unbind one
another and to allow ourselves and others to emerge into the light. To be saved in
this sense is to be made well, to restore wholeness and happiness. In the global
sense it means acknowledging that “Injustice is not invincible” (Laudato Si' §74).
What comes to mind when you think of a culture of death? Where do you see
people trying to move the stone? Where do you see people liberated, free to live
in the fullness of life?

At the heart of this story is the fact that love can conquer all, even death and
despair. We can all share in this risen life, in love and peace, today. Jesus comes
so that we may live life to the full (Jn 10:10).

Jane Mellett is the co-author of The Deep End — A Journey through
the Sunday Gospels in the Year of Matthew, Messenger Publications, 2022
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New Ross Parlsh, Church of St. Mary & St. Michael (&3 THE JESUIT SCHOOL IN NEW ROSS NE = N~ = N T =
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All 8.00am Masses & Eucharistic Prayer Services are in Mount Carmel Monastery Chapel. LIVEA Intentions: chief square of the town, drew large audiences from both Catholic
Please call into the Sacristy BEFORE Mass to remind the celebrant of the Intention. Candles are a wonderful and Protestant communities from far and wide. Catholic religious
part of our Catholic practice was scarcely tolerated at the time, and the Jesuits were
Date Time tradition. periodically threatened but managed to maintain the school
Saturday 5.00pm Marcella & John Joe Meehan, Charleton Hill | Anniversaries i We light them at all through the support of liberal Protestants in town. However, in
21st March 2.000m Polish Community Mass |1 prayers in our Church. 1670 protestant interests added pressure on the authorities and in The Diocese of Ferns is fundraising for ‘Our Future
i Y Candles aid the focus of 1676 the Jesuits were forced to leave town. The Jesuit Order in Church’ to inspire faith and build hope in our
Sunday 8.00am Bea Walsh, Irishtown 5th Anniversary | our prayer. Have you New Ross had been well supported by Bishop Luke Waddinge of parish communities.
22nd March 10.00am Dixie & Biddy Brazil, Abbey View & Anniversaries been asked by a family Ferns who was parish priest of New Ross in those years. The school This Wll-.l continue to‘ train an people for r.n_mlstry
FIFTH ) o - _ member or a friend to tolerated oo -d i . and mission - to guide children and families as
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23rd March A - . s 4y_(_)_' . s
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: Altar (Centre): RECENTLY DECEASED: a%"'\..:.. ’:1
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aterford Tty CATHOLIC Elea§e colnlt)actk'ghe ?a”Sh ofﬁﬁe. Booku}gsi]are sedc.Léred onhrehcelpt of || “God our Father, we trust in your loving kindness. Bless our Diocese = (N
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Sunday -Ulam Billy & Josie Long & their children, Limerick | Anniversaries e in, is required stating they have no objection to your child being foll(?w in the footsteps of your §on. Amen"..
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Andy Foran, Pondfields Anniversary Sunday’s during
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CALL THE PARISH OFFICE ON 051 421348 itk WORSHIP of God and SERVICE of all in the example of Jesus Christ.




